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FORECASTS OF GROUNDFISH AND SEA SCALLOP ABUNDANCE
ON NEW ENGLAND BANKS

Changes in the abundance cf groundfisk on New Ergland fishing

banks are expected tc be mixed during 1964, =znd the abundance of s
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scallops will decline, according to Ruszell T, Norris, Acting Director

of the North and Middle Atlantic Region of the Bureau of Commercial
Fisheries. This forecest is based on informatisn pravided by binlegists
of the Bureau's Weods Hole Laboratory whe mouiter the landings of
commercizl fishermen, and study the popuistion »f fish and shelifish on
cffskore fisking banks by sampling with the Burzzu's new fizhing research

vessel, Albatross IV,

Haddock landings in New Emngland ir 1963 wiil be approximately
112 miilion pounds, a decline from the 117 million pounds larded during
the 1962 pericd. The stocks of hzddock on New Ergland banks are expected
to remain in only fair supply during 19¢4 so landings ir 1964 will not
improve. The drop will be mcst zoticeable in the scrod category because
of the scarcity of small fish which has been due to the age groups spawned

ir 1960, 1961, and 1962 being below average ir. abundance,
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However, things will be brighter in the haddock fishery after
1964. The survival of fish spawned in 1963 appears to have been unusually
high., Both the summer and fall surveys cf the offshcre banks by the

Albatross IV indicate the greatest abundance of young fisk since the surveys

were started in 1953, These young fish wiil reach marketable size and

thus begin to be important to the fishery in the summer cf 1965, This

1963 age group is expected to support the fishery for several years.
Landings of ccd in 1963 will be slightly less than the high value

of 35 million pounds landed in 1962, There has been an upward trend in

cod landings during the past few years, and abundance in 1964 is expected

to remain at a high level. Albatross IV surveys show a fairly strcng age

group spawned this year {1963) which shculd enter the fishery in late 1964
and early 1965,

Landings of redfish in 1963 will be szmewhat cver 100 miliion
pounds with abundance holding steady, Tuere is scme indicztion that there
will be more fishing in the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 1964, If so, total
U. S. landings in 1964 will exceed those of 1963,

Yellowtail flounder landings in 1963 wiil be nearly 75 millicn
pounds, an all time high. This is due to increased abundance of fish
which resulted from excellent survival of the age groups spawned in

1958, 1959,and 1960, The oidest of these age groups will be of less
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importance next year, and the follewing age group {1961 appesrs to ke

a poor one. Therefore, abundance and lzndings are expectad t2 be lower

United States landings of whiting {si'ver kake) will total about 92
million pounds which is slightly less thzr the figure for 1962, Ths U,.S.S.R
fieet probably removed an equal quantity of whiting from ths area during the
year. What effect the Russian fishing will Frve on the stocks of whiting
cannot be determined at this time, accecrding to the Weods Holz bicicgists,
Thus they are withholding any estimzte ci *ne availakitity of this species to
U.S. fishermen during the year 1964, There iz, however, no indication
at present of any serious decline iz abundar-e,

Sea scallops have suffered a declize in abundance during the past
two years although total landings of U.S, :nd Cznada did cot slip much
in 1963. United States vessels landed 19,7 v _lion pounds which was
16 percent less than the 23,5 millicn pousde “srded in 1962, Caradizn
landings, however, increased from 13,9 miliior pounds in 1962 to

16,4 million pounds in 1963. Research vesse! surveys with ihe Albatross I

show that the downward trend in abundance is continuing so that we can

expect landings to decrease again in 1964,
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